
MDS Influenza Vaccine Coding 
This algorithm is intended to help MDS staff code influenza vaccinations accurately. 

 

 
Review the resident’s medical record to determine whether an influenza vaccine was 

received in the facility for this year’s influenza vaccination season 
 

 

If vaccination 
status is unknown, 

proceed to the 
next step 

If resident received 
vaccine in the facility, 
proceed to Influenza 
Vaccine received in 

the facility 

If resident received 
vaccine outside of the 

facility, proceed to 
Influenza Vaccine not 
received in the facility 

 
 

Ask the resident if he or she received an influenza vaccine outside of the 
facility for this year’s influenza vaccination season 

 

 

If vaccination 
status is still 

unknown, proceed 
to the next step. 

If resident received 
vaccine in the facility, 
proceed to Influenza 
Vaccine received in 

the facility 

If resident received 
vaccine outside of the 

facility, proceed to 
Influenza Vaccine not 
received in the facility 

 
 

 

If the resident is unable to answer, then ask the same question of the 
responsible party/legal guardian and/or primary care physician. 

 

 

If vaccination 
status is still 

unknown, proceed 
to the next step. 

If resident received 
vaccine in the facility, 
proceed to Influenza 
Vaccine received in 

the facility 

If resident received 
vaccine outside of the 

facility, proceed to 
Influenza Vaccine not 
received in the facility 

 

 
If influenza vaccination status cannot be determined, administer the 

influenza vaccine to the resident according to standards of clinical practice * 

* Not received in facility  
Received in facility 



MDS Influenza Vaccine Coding (continued) 
his algorithm is intended to help MDS staff code influenza vaccinations accurately. 

Influenza Vaccine received in the facility 

1. Code O0250A, 1, yes. Proceed to O0250B, Date influenza vaccine received. 
2. Enter date influenza vaccine received (O0250B). 
3. Continue to code these items until the new influenza season begins. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 T

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Influenza Vaccine not received in the facility 

1. Code O0250A, 0, no. Proceed to O0250C, If influenza vaccine not received, 
state reason. 

2. Code O0250C with the reason vaccine was not received. 
3. Continue to code this item until the new influenza season begins, unless; 
4. If vaccine was not offered or the answer is unknown. Vaccine should be of- 

fered and subsequent MDS assessments should be coded accordingly until 
the new influenza season begins. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This Tip Sheet contains information from the MDS 3.0 RAI Manual. The content does not take the place of, and is not at all inclusive of, 
the comprehensive information and instructions provided by the MDS 3.0 RAI Manual. Any updates to the RAI manual will supersede 
this content. Reader should utilize the most current manual at all times. 
 
 
This material was prepared by Health Quality Innovators (HQI), a Quality Innovation Network-Quality Improvement Organization (QIN-QIO) under contract with the Centers 
for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), an agency of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). Views expressed in this material do not necessarily reflect 
the official views or policy of CMS or HHS, and any reference to a specific product or entity herein does not constitute endorsement of that product or entity by CMS or HHS. 
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