
Simple Strategies Stand-Up

7/12/2022

CDC COVID Data Tracker
The Key to Determine the Frequency of 

Routine Staff Testing



HQI
HQI

CCME

KHC
KFMC

Health Quality Innovation Network

2



Logistics – Zoom Webinar

To ask a question, click on the Q&A icon.

Raise your hand if you want to verbally ask a question.

Resources from today’s session will be posted in Chat.

You may adjust your audio by clicking Audio Settings.

You have been automatically muted with video turned off.
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Your Team

Allison Spangler
BSN, RN, RAC-CT,QCP

Quality Improvement Advisor

Sibyl Goodwin
BSN, RN, DNS-CT

Quality Improvement Advisor

Mary Locklin,
MSN, RN, CIC

Quality Improvement 
Advisor-Infection Prevention
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Goals for this Series:
• Assist attendees in gaining knowledge 

related to updates associated with 
COVID-19 vaccines and boosters 

• Assist attendees in meeting CMS 
regulatory expectations



Goals for this Webinar:
• Assist attendees in meeting CMS 

regulatory requirements for routine 
staff testing

• Assist attendees in gaining knowledge 
related to the accurate use of the CDC 
COVID Data Tracker Website

The content presented in this webinar is based on COVID-19 
information and guidance as of the date of this session.



Learning Objectives
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• Review the current CMS requirement for 
routine COVID testing of staff

• Review key points related to routine staff 
testing to ensure compliance

• Learn how to access and change filters to 
view the Community Transmission Level 
needed to determine the frequency of 
routine staff testing



Routine Staff Testing



Current CMS Requirement
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Source: QSO-20-38-NH REVISED (cms.gov)

https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-20-38-nh-revised.pdf
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Key Points on Routine Staff Testing
• If the level of community transmission increases to a higher level 

of activity, the facility should begin testing staff at the frequency 
shown in Table 2 (on slide 8) as soon as the criteria for the 
higher activity level are met.

• If the level of community transmission decreases to a lower level 
of activity, the facility should continue testing staff at the 
higher frequency level until the level of community 
transmission has remained at the lower activity level for at 
least two weeks before reducing testing frequency.



CMS Requirements – Routine Testing 
of  Staff 
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• Routine testing intervals are based on the county 
COVID-19 level of community transmission.

• Staff who are up to date do not have to be 
routinely tested.

• Routine testing of staff who are not up to date 
should be based on the extent of the virus in the 
community.  



Definition of Up to Date
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Source: Up to Date Guidance Quarter 3 - June 2022 (cdc.gov)

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/hps/covidvax/up-to-date-guidance-quarter-june-22-508.pdf


Overview of the CDC 
COVID Data Tracker
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COVID Data Tracker Landing Page

CDC recommends 
use of COVID-19 
Community Levels to 
determine the impact 
of COVID-19 on 
communities and 
take action.  

Community 
Transmission 
levels are provided 
for healthcare facility 
use only.

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view?list_select_state=all_states&list_select_county=all_counties&data-type=CommunityLevels
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view?list_select_state=all_states&list_select_county=all_counties&data-type=Risk


Landing Page, continued
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Data Type Drop-Down List
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• COVID-19 Community 
Levels (note bold) is the 
default landing page 
setting

• Using the dropdown, scroll 
down to the Community 
Transmission option



Why Do Filters Matter?
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County View
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Augusta Co., VA -”Low” Augusta Co., VA-”High”

Community TransmissionCOVID-19 Community Level



Polling Question 1
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How often do you or someone from your facility 
access the COVID Data Tracker to obtain your 
community transmission data and determine the 
frequency of routine staff testing frequency?

A. Weekly

B. Monthly

C. Several times a week

D. Rarely or never – we use a state level resource



HQIN Resource
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The Right View for 
Nursing Homes: CDC 
COVID Data Tracker 
Learning Module | HQIN

https://hqin.org/resource/the-right-view-for-nursing-homes-cdc-covid-data-tracker-learning-module/


Questions? Comments? Share With 
Colleagues What is Working or What is 
Difficult for Your Team!

Raise your hand to ask a question

Or you may type a question by clicking the Q&A icon

Don’t hesitate to ask a question at any time                               
during the presentation of the remaining slides
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Resource Library
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• Workplace Vaccination Program | CDC
• Clinical Care Considerations for COVID-19 Vaccination | CDC
• Entrance Conference Worksheet for COVID vaccine | LeadingAge MN
• CMS-20054 Infection Prevention Control and Immunizations | CMS
• Interim Final Rule - COVID-19 Vaccine Immunization Requirements 

for Residents and Staff (QSO-21-19-NH) | CMS
• Interim Final Rule (IFC), CMS-3401-IFC, Additional Policy and 

Regulatory Revisions in Response to the COVID-19 Public Health 
Emergency related to Long-Term Care (LTC) Facility Testing 
Requirements (QSO-20-38 NH REVISED) | CMS

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/recommendations/essentialworker/workplace-vaccination-program.html#anchor_1615585395585
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/covid-19/clinical-considerations/index.html
https://www.leadingagemn.org/assets/docs/Entrance_Conference_Worksheet_1.pdf
https://cmscompliancegroup.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/CMS-20054-Infection-Prevention-Control-and-Immunization-January-2022.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-21-19-nh.pdf?cm_ven=ExactTarget&cm_cat=Interim+Final+Rule+on+COVID-19+Vaccine+Requirements+for+LTCF+and+ICFs-IID&cm_pla=All+Subscribers&cm_ite=QSO+memo&cm_lm=pconnole%40ahca.org&cm_ainfo=&&&&&
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-20-38-nh-revised.pdf


Resource Library, continued
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• Nursing Home Visitation – COVID-19 (REVISED) (QSO-20-39-NH) | CMS
• Long-Term Care and Skilled Nursing Facility Attachment A (QSO-22-07 

ALL) | CMS
• LTCSP Procedure Guide | CMS
• QSO-21-08-NLTC REVISED | CMS
• Nursing Home COVID-19 Vaccination Booster Action Plan and 

Resources | HQIN
• Vaccine Clinic Administration Process Guide | HQIN

https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-20-39-nh-revised.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-22-07-all-attachment-ltc.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Provider-Enrollment-and-Certification/GuidanceforLawsAndRegulations/Downloads/LTCSP-Procedure-Guide.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/qso-21-08-nltc-revised.pdf
https://hqin.org/resource/nursing-home-covid-19-vaccination-booster-action-plan-resources/
https://hqin.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Vaccination-Clinic-Administration-Guide_508.pdf


Next Session:
Vital Vaccines: Highlighting the 
Important Role of Vaccines and 
Vaccine Champions in Wellness

Tuesday, August 9, 2022
2:00 p.m. EST | 1:00 p.m. CST



FOR MORE INFORMATION
Call 877.731.4746 or visit www.hqin.org

LTC@hqin.solutions

Kansas
Brenda Groves

Quality Improvement Advisor
bgroves@kfmc.org

785.271.4150

Missouri
Dana Schmitz

Quality Improvement Advisor
dschmitz@hqi.solutions

314.391.5538

South Carolina
Beth Hercher

Quality Improvement Advisor
bhercher@thecarolinascenter.org

803.212.7569

Virginia
Allison Spangler

Quality Improvement Advisor
aspangler@hqi.solutions

804.289.5342

Mary Locklin
Quality Improvement Advisor-

Infection Prevention
mlocklin@hqi.solutions

804.287.6210

This material was prepared by Health Quality Innovators (HQI), a Quality Innovation Network-Quality Improvement Organization (QIN-QIO) 
under contract with the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS), an agency of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
(HHS). Views expressed in this material do not necessarily reflect the official views or policy of CMS or HHS, and any reference to a specific 
product or entity herein does not constitute endorsement of that product or entity by CMS or HHS. 12SOW/HQI/QIN-QIO-0255-06/29/22

http://www.hqin.org/
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mailto:dschmitz@hqi.solutions
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mailto:mlocklin@hqi.solutions


From HQIN:

To all essential care giving teams 
supporting residents and families,

Thank you for attending
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