
Inanimate surfaces are often identified as the source for 
outbreaks in healthcare settings.

The most common microorganism may survive on The most common microorganism may survive on 
surfaces for hours (or months) and can be a continuous 
source of transmission. A single hand contact with a 
contaminated surface results in microorganism transfer. 
Contaminated hands are also the source of 
re-contamination of a surface after it has been cleaned. 

Routine hand hygiene, cleaning, and disinfection are key to Routine hand hygiene, cleaning, and disinfection are key to 
preventing the spread of microorganisms to objects, 
surfaces, and people. Reading disinfectant product labels 
is important when determining if itʼs effective against a 
particular microorganism, and to ensure appropriate 
contact time is used (see link: “How to Read a Disinfectant 
Label”).
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